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our pristine beaches and waters that could be 
damaged by offshore drilling. If Alabama or 
Louisiana wants to permit leasing off its 
shores, then such leasing should be allowed. 
But, if my State of Florida has concerns about 
the effect leasing would have on its fragile 
ecosystem and its tourism economy, then 
Florida should be have the authority to ban 
leasing off its shores. 

The underlying bill opens areas to oil and 
gas leasing that are currently under morato-
rium while protecting the rights of States to 
control activities off their shores. As written, 
H.R. 4761 gives States 1 year from the date 
of enactment to decide whether to permit or 
deny natural gas leasing in the area between 
50 and 100 miles of their coastlines. If a state 
does not act, however, leasing can occur. 
Thus, States have to act in order to prevent 
leasing between 50 and 100 miles. 

This amendment seeks to increase the 
power States would have in deciding whether 
or not to allow leasing off their shores. It 
would prohibit oil and gas leasing within 125 
miles of a State’s coast unless the Governor 
and State legislature agree to permit leasing in 
this area. Instead of having the State take ac-
tion to prevent leasing, as the DOER Act 
would require, leasing could only occur within 
125 miles of the coast if the State explicitly al-
lows it. 

In closing, Mr. Chairman, in a nation as di-
verse and with as many competing interests 
as the United States, it is important to return 
greater authority to the States so they can 
control activities 125 miles offshore. This 
amendment does that and I urge its adoption. 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Chairman, I 
yield the remaining 20 seconds to the 
gentleman from Florida (Mr. MARIO 
DIAZ-BALART). 

Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Flor-
ida. Mr. Chairman, I have always op-
posed offshore oil drilling. This amend-
ment extends the protection an addi-
tional 25 miles. It is a good amend-
ment. Please support it. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The ques-
tion is on the amendment offered by 
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. BILI-
RAKIS). 

The question was taken; and the Act-
ing Chairman announced that the noes 
appeared to have it. 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Chairman, I de-
mand a recorded vote. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to 
clause 6 of rule XVIII, further pro-
ceedings on the amendment offered by 
the gentleman from Florida will be 
postponed. 

Mr. POMBO. Mr. Chairman, I move 
that the Committee do now rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 
Accordingly, the Committee rose; 

and the Speaker pro tempore (Mr. 
BONNER) having assumed the chair, Mr. 
LAHOOD, Acting Chairman of the Com-
mittee of the Whole House on the State 
of the Union, reported that that Com-
mittee, having had under consideration 
the bill (H.R. 4761) to provide for explo-
ration, development, and production 
activities for mineral resources on the 
Outer Continental Shelf, and for other 
purposes, had come to no resolution 
thereon. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. OXLEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-

imous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days within which to 
revise and extend their remarks on 
House Resolution 895 and to insert ex-
traneous material thereon. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
LAHOOD). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Ohio? 

There was no objection. 
f 

SUPPORTING INTELLIGENCE AND 
LAW ENFORCEMENT PROGRAMS 
TO TRACK TERRORISTS AND 
TERRORIST FINANCES 
Mr. OXLEY. Mr. Speaker, pursuant 

to House Resolution 896, I call up the 
resolution (H. Res. 895) supporting in-
telligence and law enforcement pro-
grams to track terrorists and terrorist 
finances conducted consistent with 
Federal law and with appropriate Con-
gressional consultation and specifi-
cally condemning the disclosure and 
publication of classified information 
that impairs the international fight 
against terrorism and needlessly ex-
poses Americans to the threat of fur-
ther terror attacks by revealing a cru-
cial method by which terrorists are 
traced through their finances, and ask 
for its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 895 

Whereas the United States is currently en-
gaged in a global war on terrorism to pre-
vent future attacks against American civil-
ian and military interests at home and 
abroad; 

Whereas intelligence programs are essen-
tial to gathering critical information nec-
essary for identifying, disrupting, and cap-
turing terrorists before they carry out fur-
ther attacks; 

Whereas there is a national security imper-
ative for maintaining the secrecy of our in-
telligence capabilities from our potential en-
emies; 

Whereas effective intelligence depends on 
cooperation with foreign governments and 
individuals who trust the United States to 
protect their confidences; 

Whereas the Commission on the Intel-
ligence Capabilities of the United States Re-
garding Weapons of Mass Destruction found 
that ‘‘the scope of damage done to our col-
lection capabilities from media disclosures 
of classified information is well documented. 
Hundreds of serious press leaks have signifi-
cantly impaired U.S. capabilities against our 
hardest targets’’; 

Whereas the unauthorized disclosure of 
sensitive intelligence information inflicts 
significant damage to United States activi-
ties in the global war on terrorism by assist-
ing terrorists in developing countermeasures 
to evade United States intelligence capabili-
ties, costs the United States taxpayers hun-
dreds of millions of dollars in lost capabili-
ties, and ultimately endangers American 
lives; 

Whereas the 1998 disclosure of classified in-
formation regarding efforts to monitor the 
communications of Usama bin Laden elimi-
nated a valuable source of intelligence infor-
mation on al Qaeda’s activities, an example 
of the significant damage caused by unau-
thorized disclosures; 

Whereas following the September 11, 2001 
terrorist attacks, Congress passed the USA 
PATRIOT ACT, which included anti-terrorist 
financing provisions that bolster Federal 
Government and law enforcement capabili-
ties to find and disrupt the financiers of ter-
rorist organizations; 

Whereas following the September 11, 2001 
terrorist attacks, the President, with the 
support of Congress, directed the Federal 
Government to use all appropriate measures 
to identify, track, and pursue not only those 
persons who commit terrorist acts here and 
abroad, but also those who provide financial 
or other support for terrorist activity; 

Whereas consistent with this directive, the 
United States Government initiated a law-
fully classified Terrorist Finance Tracking 
Program and the Secretary of the Treasury 
issued lawful subpoenas to gather informa-
tion on suspected international terrorists 
through bank transaction information; 

Whereas under the Terrorist Finance 
Tracking Program, the United States Gov-
ernment only reviews information as part of 
specific terrorism investigations and based 
on intelligence that leads to targeted 
searches, such as searches of a specific indi-
vidual or entity; 

Whereas the Terrorist Finance Tracking 
Program is firmly rooted in sound legal au-
thority based on Executive Orders and statu-
tory mandates, including the International 
Emergency Economic Powers Act of 1977 and 
the United Nations Participation Act; 

Whereas the Terrorist Finance Tracking 
Program consists of the appropriate and lim-
ited use of transaction information while 
maintaining respect for individual privacy; 

Whereas the Terrorist Finance Tracking 
Program has rigorous safeguards and proto-
cols to protect privacy in that record 
searches must identify a terrorism-related 
basis, and regular, independent audits of the 
program have confirmed that the United 
States Government has consistently ob-
served the established safeguards and proto-
cols; 

Whereas appropriate Members of Congress, 
including the members of the Committees on 
Intelligence of the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives, have been briefed on the Ter-
rorist Finance Tracking Program and have 
conducted oversight of the Program; 

Whereas the Terrorist Finance Tracking 
Program has successfully provided vital in-
telligence in support of the global war on 
terrorism, including information leading to 
the capture of Hambali, the Operations Chief 
of Jemaah Islamiyah, an al Qaeda affiliate, 
who masterminded the 2002 nightclub bomb-
ing in Indonesia that killed over 200 people; 

Whereas the Terrorist Finance Tracking 
Program has helped authorities uncover ter-
rorist financiers worldwide and find Uzair 
Paracha, an al Qaeda money launderer oper-
ating in the United States; 

Whereas Congress has authorized the Sec-
retary of the Treasury to explore the imple-
mentation of systems to review all cross-bor-
der wire transactions; 

Whereas the bipartisan 9/11 Commission 
recommended that ‘‘Vigorous efforts to 
track terrorist financing must remain front 
and center in U.S. counterterrorism efforts’’; 

Whereas persons in positions of trust and 
responsibility granted access to highly sen-
sitive intelligence programs violated their 
solemn obligations not to disclose classified 
information and made unauthorized disclo-
sures regarding the program; 

Whereas at some point before June 23, 2006, 
classified information regarding the Ter-
rorist Finance Tracking Program was ille-
gally and improperly disclosed to members 
of the news media; 
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